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Research on Fertility Intentions and Influencing Factors of the Working-
Age Population in Underdeveloped Areas — A Case Study of Zaozhuang City,
Shandong Province

Zhou Xueme
Beijing Union University, Beijing 100191

Abstract : To explore the fertility intentions and influencing factors of the working—age population in
underdeveloped cities, this paper takes Zaozhuang City, Shandong Province as an example, based
on questionnaire survey data, and uses descriptive statistics, cross—analysis and binary Logistic
regression model to conduct an empirical study. The results show that the fertility intentions of the
working—age population in Zaozhuang City are mainly for a second child, the gender preference
has weakened, and the decision-making on marriage and childbearing has become more rational;
single—factor analysis shows that 8 variables such as age, marital status, monthly income, and policy
response have significant or marginal significant correlations with fertility intentions; the regression
results further indicate that marital status, family harmony cognition, and response to the fertility policy
are the core positive factors affecting the fertility intention for multiple children, while economic income
and family structure factors have no independent significant effect. The research can provide empirical
evidence for optimizing fertility support policies, strengthening policy publicity, and improving family—
friendly services in underdeveloped cities.
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