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From Periphery to Presence: A Study on Women'’s Public Participation in
Yangshuo and Lingchuan Based on In-Depth Interviews

Jiang Linghui, Ye Sien, Chen Xue, Li Dan, Chen Jiehua
School of Foreign Languages, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin , Guangxi 541004

Abstract : Based onin—depth interviews with 37 grassroots women, community officials, male village cadres, and
female university students from Yangshuo County and Lingchuan County in Guilin, this study presents
the actual patterns of women's participation in public affairs across both counties. The research
reveals a clear group differentiation in women's engagement: cultural and tourism professionals and
grassroots female officials serve as "engagement benchmarks," while ordinary rural women, elderly
women, and some businesswomen remain on the "engagement periphery." Restrictive factors include
limited information channels, traditional gender divisions of labor, weak organizational mobilization
capabilities, and time constraints related to livelihoods. Meanwhile, younger women demonstrate
significantly stronger willingness to participate but lack effective pathways for implementation. The
study advocates addressing "information accessibility" and "organizational accessibility" to facilitate a
shift from passive awareness to active participation among grassroots women.
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