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Competency in Responsive Care of Toddler Class Teachers
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Improving the professional level of toddler class teachers is the prerequisite for optimizing the
quality of nursery and early education services. In recent years, with the national advancement of
the policy of "ensuring accessible early childhood education and care for all*, the requirements for
teachers' professional competence have been continuously raised. Teachers are required not only to
master explicit professional knowledge and skills, but also to demonstrate instantaneous and implicit
professional wisdom and judgment in complex teacher—child interactions. Such “implicit competency"
has become a core factor affecting the quality of nursery services. Nevertheless, the professional
development of current toddler class teachers is confronted with the dilemma of valuing explicit
ability while neglecting implicit competency. To meet practical development demands, based on the
basic perspective of responsive interaction, Xishan Kindergarten of Xiaoshan District in Hangzhou
has carried out practical research on toddler teachers' responsive care, and actively constructed the
ecological model of implicit competency.
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