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Abstract : Intangible cultural heritage (hereinafter referred to as "ICH") serves as a vital cultural resource for
promoting rural development in ethnic regions. Butuo County in Liangshan Prefecture, Sichuan Province,
is not only the primary hub of Yi ethnic group's Adu culture but also a county designated by the
national government for targeted rural revitalization support. Leveraging its abundant ICH resources,
the region has developed diverse initiatives and gradually forged a distinctive local development
model. The case of Butuo demonstrates that ICH can not only be preserved and passed down
but also transformed into a driving force for rural progress through industrial development, spatial
integration, and multi-stakeholder collaboration. However, challenges remain evident: insufficient talent
reserves in ICH-related fields, underdeveloped cultural and creative industries, limited integration of
cultural tourism, and inadequate coordination among stakeholders. This paper examines the current
conditions for utilizing ICH in rural development within Butuo County, analyzes emerging issues, and
proposes improvement measures, aiming to provide actionable insights for other ethnic regions.
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