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for the Era — Strategic Thinking and Practical Paths for National Defense
Education in Colleges and Universities in the New Era
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Abstract : The current world is undergoing unprecedented changes not seen in a century, accelerating rapidly.
China's higher education has entered a new stage of high—quality development, and the importance
of national defense education in universities is increasingly prominent. As an important carrier for
implementing the fundamental task of moral and character education, practicing the overall national
security concept, and cultivating the new generation of the era, national defense education in
universities is not only related to shaping young students' sense of patriotism, but also concerns
the foundation of national security and the construction of national defense reserves. Based on the
actual situation of student education in universities, and considering the needs of national defense
construction and talent cultivation in the new era, this paper elucidates the significant value of
university national defense education in serving national strategies, implementing moral and character
education, and promoting youth development. It analyzes current practical problems such as
insufficient understanding, shallow professional integration, single educational methods, and imperfect
support mechanisms. The paper proposes optimization paths in four aspects: curriculum system,
practical education, educational model, and talent delivery, and constructs a long—term support
mechanism integrating organization, faculty, funding, and assessment. It aims to provide practical
reference for local universities, especially finance and economics institutions, to enhance the quality
and effectiveness of national defense education, strengthen youth awareness of national defense,
and promote the normalization, standardization, and high—quality development of university national
defense education.

Keywords : national defense education in universities; overall national security concept; virtue
cultivation and talent development; practical education; new generation of the era
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