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The Dilemmas and Realization Paths for Improving the Quality of Education
for De Facto Unparented Children in Ethnic Regions — A Case Study of Five
Counties in the Eastern Part of Liangshan Prefecture
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Abstract : This paper focuses on de facto unparented children in five counties (Jinyang, Meigu, Leibo, Butuo, and
Zhaojue) in the eastern part of Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture. It integrates theories of child welfare,
educational equity, psychological capital, and attachment to construct an analytical framework for a multi—
tiered support system encompassing "family—school-society—national policies." The study reveals that
this group is generally in a state of multiple vulnerabilities, characterized by prominent insecure attachment,
feelings of inferiority and loneliness, and low levels of psychological capital. Limited awareness of policies,
insufficient overlap in assistance, and inadequate participation from social organizations result in significant
differences in subjective perceptions of benefit. Based on these findings, the paper proposes a four—tiered
collaborative intervention pathway, providing empirical evidence for educational interventions for high—risk
children in ethnic minority regions of Southwest China.

Keywords : ethnic areas; de facto unparented children; psychological difficulties; multi-layer support system ;
education equity
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