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A Study on the Media Influence of Confucius Institutes in New Zealand Based
on News Coverage
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Abstract : Media coverage is an important basis for assessing influence in the intercultural communication of
Confucius Institutes. This article analyzed 141 news coverage on "Confucius Institutes" from New
Zealand media in the past 10 years in the LexisNexis database, using methods such as frame
analysis, corpus analysis, and textual analysis to explore the attention, key areas of coverage, key
content, and reporting tendencies of New Zealand media towards Confucius Institutes, and thereby
analyzed the communication influence of Confucius Institutes in New Zealand. The results show
that the level of attention from New Zealand media towards Confucius Institutes shows a "rise and
then fall" trend, which is closely related to international situations and hot issues. The key reporting
content mainly focuses on the influence of Confucius Institutes in the cultural, economic, and political
fields. As a language and culture communication institution, Confucius Institutes have promoted
language communication, understanding between people, and friendly cooperation in trade and
economic activities through Chinese language teaching and cultural activities, although they have
been questioned for undermining academic freedom and political security in New Zealand. Overall, the
communication influence of New Zealand Confucius Institutes is gradually increasing.

Keywords : New Zealand Confucius Institutes; communication influence; News coverage
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