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Research on the Cultural Ecological Reconstruction Mechanism of
Soundscapes in English Translations of the Classic of Poetry
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Abstract : ATranslation studies have long focused on the semantic transmission and formal correspondence
in English translations of the Classic of Poetry, while neglecting its sensory essence as a "classic of
sound". Adopting the theoretical perspective of cultural ecology, this study views the soundscape
of the Classic of Poetry as a cultural ecosystem interwoven with natural, social, and emotional
dimensions. By analyzing the rhythmic structure, acoustic rhetoric, and ritualistic characteristics of
its original soundscape, this study examines three core reconstruction mechanisms in the translation
process: phonetic simulation, rhythmic compensation, and structural variation. It further reveals the
negotiation logic employed by translators between source culture traits and target language poetic
norms. It's found that the cross—cultural reconstruction of soundscapes is essentially an adaptive
adjustment of cultural ecology, which requires the synergistic transmission of "sound, meaning, and
context" through a dynamic process of "deconstruction — transformation — reconstruction". This study
breaks through the visual—centric limitations of translation studies and provides a theoretical reference
for the transmission of sensory dimensions in the translation of Chinese classics.

Keywords : English translation of Classic of Poetry; soundscape; cultural ecology; reconstruction
mechanism
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