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Practice Models and Implementation Effects of Spanish Bilingual Education
— A Comparative Analysis of Catalonia, the Basque Country, and Valencia
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Abstract : Spain's asymmetric regional autonomy model has accumulated rich practical experience in bilingual
education. This paper focuses on three typical autonomous communities—Catalonia, the Basque
Country, and Valencia—to systematically compare their bilingual education practices and evaluate the
implementation effects from political, economic, and cultural dimensions. The study finds that Catalonia
has developed an immersion model oriented toward cultural identity, the Basque Country has adopted
an immersion model centered on intercultural competence, while Valencia has fallen into a dilemma
of "legal recognition but actual marginalization." Politically, bilingual education can both strengthen
regional identity and resolve ethnic extremism. Economically, language proficiency has become a
core capital affecting employment and income. Culturally, immersion teaching effectively ensures
intergenerational language transmission. The comparison of the three cases reveals that the success
of bilingual education ultimately is closely related with whether the language proficiency is effectively
integrated with employment, income, and daily use scenarios.
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