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Practical Reflection on the Application of Generative AI Writing Feedback
in English Teaching in Universities in Southwest Ethnic Areas —The Voice
Dilemma of Students with Multilingual Backgrounds, Teacher Intermediation
and the Goal of Cultivating Moral Character and Promoting Education

Liang Shuang
Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan 650504

Abstract : The widespread adoption of generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) writing feedback tools is
profoundly reshaping the pedagogical landscape of English writing instruction in higher education.
In the specific context of universities in Southwest China’ s ethnic minority regions, a tension of
considerable educational significance exists between the rhetorical standardization logic embedded in
Al feedback systems and the diverse cultural expressive resources of multilingual students. Drawing
on metadiscourse theory as its analytical framework, this paper examines the mechanisms through
which Al writing feedback shapes the construction of argumentative voice among multilingual students,
and systematically addresses three core questions: Do Al systems’ rhetorical preferences exert a
disciplinary pressure on students’ diverse expressive resources? Can students' cultural subjectivity be
effectively protected within the prevailing discourse of technological empowerment? And how should
foreign language teachers reposition their professional roles in classrooms where Al intervention
has deepened? The findings suggest that transforming Al writing feedback from a technical tool into
an educational resource requires teachers to clarify functional boundaries, redesign writing tasks
around the principle of cultural voice, and cultivate students' critical Al literacy to support their capacity
for autonomous discernment—thereby fulfilling the fundamental mission of morality cultivation and
character development (lide shuren) in Al-assisted writing pedagogy.

Keywords : generative artificial intelligence; Al writing feedback; metadiscourse; multilingual students;
argumentative voice; curriculum-integrated ideological education; Southwest China ethnic
minority regions
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