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Five Decades of Medical Assistance from Gansu to Madagascar: A
Retrospective and Future Prospects

Yan Caini, Cao Ning
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Abstract : For half a century, the Gansu medical aid program to Madagascar—an integral component of
China’ s health assistance in Africa—has played an irreplaceable role in improving the medical and
health conditions of the recipient country and deepening the longstanding friendship between China
and Madagascar. It stands as a vivid exemplar of implementing the vision of a global community
of health for all. This paper systematically reviews the evolution of Gansu’ s medical assistance to
Madagascar, outlines its phased characteristics and key achievements, analyzes the dissemination
experience and unique value of Traditional Chinese Medicine—particularly acupuncture—in
Madagascar, summarizes the shift in foreign aid modality from “blood transfusion” to “hematopoiesis,”
and discusses future cooperation against the backdrop of global health governance and China—
Africa collaboration. Research indicates that Gansu’ s medical aid not only embodies the noble spirit
of Chinese medical teams—featuring “fearlessness of hardship, devotion to contribution, healing the
wounded and rescuing the dying, and boundless compassion” —but also offers valuable localized
experience for advancing the construction of a global community of health for all.

Keywords : Gansu; Madagascar; medical assistance; China-Africa cooperation; internationalization of
traditional Chinese medicine
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