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The Different Characteristics, Impacts, and Countermeasures of Peer Groups
Among Middle School Students in Industrial and Information Societies
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Abstract : Since the beginning of the 21st century, global society has been undergoing systemic and profound
transformations, with technological iterations accelerating the evolution of social forms. The
traditional concept of an "information society" has become inadequate in accurately explaining the
essence of the new social form, and "digital society" has emerged as a more appropriate theoretical
generalization. In this context, peer groups among middle school students, serving as a crucial arena
for adolescent socialization, have undergone fundamental changes in their interaction logic and impact
mechanisms. Based on the theory of technological social forms, this study compares and analyzes
the characteristics, impacts, and countermeasures of peer groups in industrial and digital societies,
revealing a paradigm shift from physical interactions to digital connections. It provides a conceptual
framework for understanding adolescent group development in the digital age and lays a theoretical
foundation for micro-level research on social change.
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