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Pathways and Strategies for University Cross-Regional Campus Development
to Promote Urban Innovation — A Case Study of Suzhou

Ma Weiming
School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University, Nanjing , Jiangsu 210093

Abstract : Under the innovation—-driven development strategy, the spatial allocation of higher education resources
profoundly influences the formation of urban innovation capabilities. University expansion beyond
local boundaries—through institutionalized practices of establishing campuses across administrative
regions—has become a key pathway for cities with robust industrial foundations but limited local
educational resources to rebuild their innovation capacities. As China's largest prefecture—level city by
economic output, Suzhou has long grappled with a structural imbalance: strong industrial prowess but
underdeveloped education and research sectors. Since 2002, the city has systematically attracted
domestic and international universities, creating knowledge hubs centered around the Dushu Lake
Science and Education Innovation Zone and Taihu Science City. This paper traces the evolution of
Suzhou's off-site university initiatives, summarizes best practices across four dimensions—institutional
frameworks, platform development, spatial organization, and talent localization—and analyzes how
external knowledge translates into local industrial innovation capabilities. It further offers strategic
insights for similar cities regarding university—industry alignment, government role definition, spatial
integration strategies, and long—term investment considerations.

Keywords : cross-regional university campus development; urban innovation; knowledge production
space; Suzhou
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