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Abstract : The rise of intelligent technologies has introduced new variables to the field of language education,
particularly presenting new requirements for the definition and cultivation of English learning abilities
among students in higher vocational colleges. This study is based on the theory of deep integration
of information technology and curriculum, aiming to explore the core connotation of English learning
abilities of students in higher vocational colleges in the context of the intelligent era. The research
constructs a teaching structure that combines the "dominant and subject" approaches, systematically
introduces generative artificial intelligence tools, and conducts quasi—experiments in real teaching
scenarios. Data is collected through various methods such as ability tests, questionnaires, and
qualitative interviews. The study finds that the connotation of English learning abilities of students
in higher vocational colleges in the intelligent era has transcended the traditional language skills
category, integrating key dimensions such as human—machine collaborative thinking, critical use
of intelligent tools, and digital autonomous learning management. The research conclusions have
important reference value for redefining the teaching goals of higher vocational English and optimizing
the teaching process, and provide a specific path for the digital transformation of education.
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