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This paper systematically examines the theoretical foundations of Marxist atheism from three
interrelated dimensions: its core philosophical tenets, its epistemological and historical-materialist
underpinnings, and its evolutionary trajectory within the Marxist tradition. Subsequently, it traces the
historical development of the Sinicization and modernization of Marxist atheism across four distinct
phases—the New Democratic Revolution period, the socialist revolution and construction period,the
reform,opening—up, and socialist modernization era, and the contemporary era of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. The paper then synthesizes key theoretical and practical achievements
realized through this process. Finally, in response to current socio—ideological challenges confronting
the further Sinicization and modernization of Marxist atheism in China, the study proposes targeted,
context—sensitive implementation strategies. Fundamentally, advancing Marxist atheism—and its
adaptation to China's historical conditions and developmental stage—entails embedding a scientific
worldview within the Chinese sociocultural context while dynamically engaging with contemporary
ideological questions. This process preserves the rigor and critical integrity of Marxism's analysis of
religion, yet moves beyond reductive ideological confrontation to foster a constructive paradigm shift—
from "theoretical critique" toward "social practice and institutional grounding"—thereby reinforcing
Marxism's guiding role in China's pluralistic ideological landscape.

Marxist atheism; Sinicization of Marxism; modernization of Marxist theory; contemporary
challenges; strategic responses
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