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Abstract :

Keywords :

Through surveys conducted in 2005, 2015, and 2025 on the use of Mandarin among primary school
students in Chaozhou City, the study found positive developments in three aspects: usage, attitudes,
and proficiency. In terms of proficiency, the overall Mandarin proficiency of primary school students
in Chaozhou City showed a significant upward trend, with the average score of recorded samples
increasing from 50.01 in 2005 to 69.38 in 2025, marking a cumulative improvement of 19.37 points and
completing a phased transition from promoting widespread proficiency to enhancing quality. Students
maintained positive and stable attitudes towards the language, while family language planning evolved
from a monolingual dialect approach to a bilingual one, and the ecological environment for promoting
Mandarin in schools continued to improve. However, a deeper analysis revealed that the current
efforts to promote Mandarin face structural challenges in transitioning from "quantitative popularization"
to "qualitative enhancement": dialect interference still affects pronunciation accuracy, language use
exhibits "contextual differentiation" and "emotional alienation," and the intergenerational transmission
of dialects is at risk of disruption. The study recommends adhering to the principles of language
acquisition and the realities of language use. Building on the achievements of widespread proficiency,
it is crucial to focus on issues such as pronunciation standardization, improvement of written language
skills, and the harmonious coexistence of dialects. This approach will foster a healthy language
ecosystem and lay a solid linguistic foundation for building a strong education system.
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