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Research on the Innovation of Water Environment Governance Mechanism
under the Background of the River and Lake Chief System
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Abstract : The River and Lake Chief System, as a pivotal innovative measure in China's water environment
governance, has spurred coordinated advancements in water pollution prevention and control,
ecological restoration, and water resource management. With party and government leaders
serving as river and lake chiefs, an interdepartmental coordination mechanism has been established,
achieving a fusion of local and systemic approaches to water governance. However, the system
currently faces challenges in areas such as departmental collaboration, assessment incentives, and
public participation. To enhance the effectiveness of water environment governance, it is essential
to refine the interdepartmental cooperation mechanism, strengthen incentive and restraint measures,
encourage widespread participation from all sectors of society, and rely on technological support to
achieve refined management. Innovating the water environment governance mechanism is conducive
to improving governance efficiency, ensuring sustainable utilization of water resources, and providing
institutional support for the construction of ecological civilization.

Keywords : River and Lake Chief System; water environment governance; institutional innovation;
interdepartmental collaboration; public participation
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