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Image Construction of Local Winter Olympic Athletes by Regional Media from
a Semiotic Perspective——A Case Study of Guangxi
Li Mingzu
Liuzhou Polytechnic University, Liuzhou, Guangxi 545000

Abstract : The reporting of Winter Olympic athletes by regional media is essentially a media practice of semiotic
encoding, meaning production and value communication. Based on the core framework of Saussure's
binary semiotic structure, Barthes' mythology theory and Hall's encoding—decoding theory, this paper
selects reports on local Winter Olympic—related athletes by Guangxi media such as Guangxi Daily and
Guangxi Radio and Television Station as research samples. It analyzes how regional media shape
the media image of local Winter Olympic athletes through the combined use of linguistic signs, visual
signs and cultural signs, and reveals the logical framework of regional identity, national narrative
and sports spirit communication behind the semiotic construction. The research finds that Guangxi's
regional media take cross—boundary struggle, Zhuang ethnic spirit and family—country feelings as core
signs, shaping Winter Olympic athletes into strivers breaking regional limitations, spokespersons of
national spirit, and cultural bridges connecting the nation and the locality. Meanwhile, problems such
as sign homogenization and narrative simplification exist. Finally, this paper proposes communication
optimization paths including improving semiotic encoding strategies and enriching image dimensions,
aiming to provide theoretical reference and practical enlightenment for regional media to tell local
stories well and spread mainstream values through sports events.
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