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Research on Habermas’ Concept of “Interpersonal Behavior”

— Based on the Examination of Materialist Dialectics
Chai Yiyang
Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui 230039

Abstract : As a representative figure of Western Marxism and Frankfurt School, J i rgen Habermas inherited
Marx's concept of alienation in interpersonal relations and constructed a unique system of
interpersonal behavior theory. Habermas' entire theory of interpersonal behavior focused on the
phenomenon that the social system of late capitalism invaded the life world, resulting in the distortion
of rational interpersonal communication. He proposed ways to establish a rational communication
context and return to rational communication. This article explains the core concept and internal
logic of his interpersonal behavior theory, based on materialist dialectics, dialectically examines the
progressiveness and idealist limitations of the theory, and explores its practical value in eliminating
interpersonal alienation, cultivating moral rationality, and empowering governance.
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