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With the deepening advancement of rural education revitalization, the survival circumstances and
development pathways of small-scale schools in remote rural areas have increasingly become a
crucial issue concerning educational equity and the continuity of rural culture. Based on in—depth
interviews with several typical case—study schools, this research systematically reveals the role
identity dilemmas faced by such schools and their underlying logic. The study finds that dilemma
is not an abstract concept for small-scale schools in remote rural areas; it can be concretized into
three sharp contradictions at the social, functional, and survival levels. The root causes lie in the
asymmetries between policy logic and local contexts, resources and responsibilities, as well as
community relations and professional ecosystems in practice. Accordingly, the study proposes
three breakthrough pathways: clarifying school positioning by reconstructing localized value metrics,
activating schools through innovative and flexible school models, and optimizing the external
ecosystem by building a systematic support network. This study provides empirical evidence for
understanding the complex conditions of small-scale rural schools and offers a potential action
framework to promote their grounded development.

small-scale schools in rural areas; primary and secondary schools in rural areas; rural
education
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