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Abstract : International curricula place considerable emphasis on the cultivation of higher—order thinking skills
such as analysis, evaluation, and creation. Yet instructional practice in international schools continues
to be characterized by superficial treatment of higher—order thinking, fragmented pedagogies,
performative inquiry, and the lack of systematic thinking assessment. Grounded in the context of
international high school education, this study systematically delineates the theoretical connotations
and structural dimensions of higher—order thinking through literature review. Drawing on classroom
observations, in—depth interviews, and questionnaire surveys across multiple international schools in
Beijing, it diagnoses key instructional pain points and their underlying causes. An integrated intervention
combining inquiry—based learning, project-based learning, and Socratic seminars is then constructed.
Using action research, the study evaluates intervention effectiveness across three dimensions—critical
thinking, creative problem-solving, and metacognitive development—and distills an instructional model
with transferable strategies suited to international school contexts. The findings provide practitioners
with actionable pathways for advancing instruction from knowledge transmission toward deep thinking
cultivation and sustained core competency development.
Keywords : international school; high school education; higher-order thinking skills; educational methods
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