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Critique of Industrial Civilization and Dialectics of Nature from the Perspective of

Postmodernism: Artistic Aesthetic Interpretation of Chillida’s Combs of the Winds

Huang Qiyuan
School of Humanities, Guangxi Arts University, Nanning, Guangxi 530007

Abstract : Eduardo Chillida's sculptural work Combs of the Winds is a highly material and spatial work within the
postmodern context. It challenges the industrial aesthetics shaped by industrial rationality in modern
society, attempts to reshape a new beauty of nature, and pursues a harmonious coexistence between
human beings and nature—issues that have not been sufficiently explored in academia. Against the
background of contemporary globalization and urbanization, the work analyzes human position and
self-image in nature from three dimensions of industrial civilization: spatial alienation, meaning nihilism,
and separation from nature. Using the absoluteness of modernist forms, Combs of the Winds breaks
with the traditional view of nature. It takes art itself as a resistance to the excessive assertion of the
will to power in the present era, reflects on the possibility of collaborative environmental governance
with the work as its ontology, and offers an attempt at redemption for industrial civilization through
artistic practice.

Keywords : postmodernism; Chillida's Combs of the Winds; ecological aesthetics; collaborative
environmental governance
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