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Research on the Construction of National Image through Xinhua News Agency
(Overseas Edition)’s Sports News Reports from the Perspective of Appraisal
Theory — Taking the 9th Asian Winter Games in Harbin as an Example

Xin Yue
Northeast Forestry University, Harbin, Heilongjiang 150040

Abstract : The 9th Asian Winter Games in Harbin in 2025 represents another significant international
comprehensive winter sports event hosted by China following the Beijing Winter Olympics, providing
a crucial opportunity for mainstream external publicity media to shape the national image. This study
employs appraisal theory as the analytical framework and uses English sports news reports on the
Harbin Asian Winter Games from Xinhua News Agency's overseas edition as the corpus. By adopting
a combined quantitative and qualitative approach, it analyzes the distribution characteristics of
attitude resources, engagement resources, and graduation resources in the discourse, exploring how
these resources construct China's national image. The study finds that among attitude resources,
appreciation resources account for the highest proportion, with significantly more positive resources
than negative ones; among engagement resources, borrowed speech resources outnumber self-
speech resources, and dialogic expansion outweigh dialogic contraction; among graduation resources,
force resources are more prevalent than focus resources. Through the comprehensive utilization of
these appraisal resources, Xinhua News Agency's overseas edition successfully portrays China as an
open, inclusive, efficient, orderly, vibrant, economically prosperous, united, and peaceful nation.

Keywords : appraisal theory; national image construction; Xinhua News Agency's overseas edition;
Asian Winter Games; sports news reports
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FEMELE (Appraisal Theory ) Hi Martin il White J-201H:
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(Z) ARIEHR

AR LA “Asian Winter Games” “Harbin” &4 &4,
K2 EAEINRFE SN (english.news.cn ) 7202542 J1 1]
(B R AT A2 RSSO R i E . @i AL, AkksS
TR RACIITG I, ARG A B 445, WEIF
Ol FEFIRUE . BE ALY HSAEFRUVIRE . E R
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3 AntCone ApmifiAlZ (AT200L) , &R ER: HEART
FAE SRR “China” (1567K) . “Games” (1427K) .
“Harbin” (98%X) . “Chinese” (87¥k) . “winter” (763%),
R AT (8 43 A 4B 7R H T SR AT A AR A O U R 58 1 1
A 7538 % (China, Chinese, Harbin) . %2535 %7 ( gold, medal,
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BETRZG Wk H"SL i i
TR 68 21.5% 62 (91.2%) 6 (8.8%)
FWT TR 52 16.5% 48 (92.3%) 4 (7.7%)
YRR 196 62.0% 182 (92.9%) 14 (7.1%)

&t 316 100% 292 (92.4% ) 24 (7.6%)

MFEHATLUG H, BB veIs b Ty, ORI, H
Wi eI L BeAIR (16.5% ) o S5 380 URI v 4 (50 PR (AR B 1 7 T 4
B F NN —— SRR SR 0 AR T
SETEG, T BRI AR, [EI, R L s
92.4%, ATH AL 5 7.6%, FEIRE BRI, EHIE
FEI 7,

3. IR
RIS, Uk JRBURT bt (41.2%) , 1
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(1) “I am very happy to be a volunteer for the Harbin

|

Asian Winter Games. I will try my best to make visitors from
home and abroad feel the warmth of China ‘s young people.”

B (1) W, “happy” JETIEM “PUR” EREGHE, @i
BIEHNEETE, FE T HEGEN S5 E R E S,
S TR RKFNRIETIV 4.

(2) “We are very happy and very pleased. The organiz—
ers have done a marvelous job.”

5l (2) HiEid OCA 1 5 Vinod Kumar Tiwari B3EA, PA

“happy” “pleased” SFIEMHIBEGI, AU ITEE T HEM
HAGEST .

4. PIgr IR T

FIWT TR, AT sk 84.6%, HA “fiEEA T
(capacity ) s gE], LB TIHMEEI AR E 3%
Ao Bl

(3) “China has the technology, they have the capacity,
and are very fast to learn.”

) (3) , “capacity” JETIEM “MEAT" FlETEI,
j#id Reto Gurtner, Laax WEHA T, & 7 HEEKTIZHH
ARSI 687, B TR . AR EREIE S .
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LR, NEE SR (408%) , HUGRM
(31.6%) MUk (27.6%) . MEETEEEZA TIFM A2
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(4) “China’ s ice and snow economy is projected to ex—
ceed 1 trillion yuan by 2025. The sector is expected to expand
to 1.2 trillion yuan by 2027 and 1.5 trillion yuan by 2030.”

Bl (4) H, SRS T IR “ME” B, BIA
S EREEN R RS EEERRE, BIE T A ER, RIERIIN
EREA.
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(6) “We are very happy and very pleased, because the

(
[ZNNESAN
organizing committee had only one year to prepare for the
games, and they’ ve done a marvelous job,” said Vinod Kumar
Tiwari.

il (6) H, T “said” FIA OCA B RMIMEHEE, BT
s “TE” o HUEEAERERALA, TR [1Gid
IETHPHST, B T HOE RIS 7T o
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RGO TR, BEH RS IL 84.8%, mE TRAR
U5 (15.2%) o 7EHH T, B (48.4%) WL TR (36.4%) .
X F MBI T E S BRI (R, WA AL AR
Fr ) FIRREETRNL (very, extremely, remarkable ) SRIGHEFEMT 1)
FIRE,

(7) “Over 1,200 athletes from 34 countries and regions
are competing, making it the largest edition in terms of partici—
pation.”
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WAL, i T A RS [IE 4
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