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The Contemporary Interpretation of Marx’s Early Cultural Thought - A Study
Centered on the "Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844
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Abstract : Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 contains Marx’ s systematic early cultural thoughts,
which have long been overshadowed by studies on labor alienation. Based on textual interpretation,
this paper reveals Marx’ s core assertion that the essence of culture lies in the objectification of human
essential forces. It sorts out the fourfold logic of alienation extended from alienated labor to the cultural
sphere: alienation of cultural products, alienation of cultural creation, alienation of human species—
being, and alienation of cultural communication. On this basis, it refines the theoretical implications
for cultural development in the new era: upholding the people—centered cultural stance, preventing the
risks of cultural alienation under capitalist logic, and consolidating the foundation of cultural confidence
through the principle of "the objectification of human essential forces". The study concludes that the
cultural thoughts in the Manuscripts provide classical theoretical support and methodological guidance
for the development of socialist culture with Chinese characteristics in the new era.
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