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Research on Oboo Ritual from the Perspective of Forging a Strong Sense of
Community for the Chinese Nation — A Field Investigation in Qifeng Tibetan
Township, Zhangye City

Li Junlin
Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730124

Abstract : Oboo sacrifice is a historical and cultural practice in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and its surrounding multi—
ethnic regions. Taking the Oboo ritual in Qifeng Tibetan Township of Zhangye City as the research object,
this paper adopts Marshall Sahlins' theory of "structure of conjuncture" and Victor Turner's theory of ritual
process based on field investigation. It analyzes the dynamic mutual construction between national policies
and folk subjects, and explores the generation path of community consciousness. The study finds that
policy embedding and local adaptation have jointly shaped the "structure of conjuncture" of the ritual. The
transformed ritual provides an emotional channel for community consciousness through the mechanism
of "liminality—communitas—restructuring", and finally realizes the hierarchical leap from regional identity to
a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. The identity effect of tourists varies with their cultural
backgrounds, indicating that the effectiveness of folklore sharing in promoting identity is conditional. This
study provides local experience for understanding folklore sharing and the construction of the Chinese
nation community in multi—ethnic regions.

Keywords : Oboo Ritual; structure of conjuncture; liminality and communitas; sense of community for
the Chinese nation; Qifeng Tibetan Township
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