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The "Grammar” System of Spatial Visual Rhetoric
Wang Lu, Liu Qiming
School of Art, Tianjin Polytechnic University, Tianjin 300380

Abstract : The exhibition space for traditional artifact culture serves as a primary carrier for the living transmission
of China's outstanding traditional culture, with its main design objective being to effectively transform the
material form of artifacts into their spiritual and cultural connotations. Based on the theory of spatial visual
rhetoric, this paper draws on the classic system of "vocabulary—syntax—rhetorical devices" in linguistic
semiotics to construct a visual rhetoric "grammar" framework suitable for traditional artifact culture
exhibition spaces. It breaks down visual elements into "vocabulary," spatial organization into "syntax," and
core rhetorical devices into "rhetorical devices." By integrating typical cases such as the exhibition space
for Zisha teapots, the Yixing Pottery Library, and the Lingering Garden in Suzhou, the paper analyzes
the connotations, functions, and practical paths of each module, clarifying the internal logic by which
visual rhetoric achieves in—depth dissemination of artifact culture. The paper concisely presents its core
arguments, providing implementable theoretical support for the design practice of traditional artifact culture
exhibition spaces and promoting precise and immersive transmission of artifact culture.
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