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Jane Fairfax and the Labor Struggles of the Household Tutor
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Xihua University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610039

Abstract : In"Emma", Jane Austen created a unique image of a governess — Jane Fairfax. Unlike Agnes Grey from
Anne Bronte's "Agnes Grey" and Jane Eyre from Charlotte Bronte's "Jane Eyre", Jane Fairfax never truly
entered the governess profession but was deeply afraid of it. Her statement to Mrs. Elton, "It's not selling
people, but selling mental power," precisely reveals the cruel reality in early 19th—century Britain where
propertyless ladies were forced to invest their own education into the labor market. This article starts from
the core issue of "the labor predicament of governesses", and compares Jane Fairfax with Jane Eyre to
explore their completely different reactions when facing the same profession — "fear" and "desire", which
stem from their different classes, survival experiences, and emotions. By comparing their "working status",
"attitude towards the profession", "expression of emotions", and "imagined endings", this article reveals
Jane Fairfax's "unemployed fear" and Jane Eyre's "employed desire", which are two manifestations of the
same structural predicament. The differences between them precisely expose the complexity of the labor
issues of British women in the 19th century. The image of Jane Fairfax is Austen's acute portrayal of the
occupational predicament of women in her time — her pain lies not in the hardship of labor, but in the very
imagination of labor itself becoming a form of oppression.
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