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From "Raw” to "Cooked”: The Practice of Qing Dynasty’s "Law on Foreigners’
Offenses” in Western Hunan
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Abstract : Although Xiangxi was within the national territory in history, it was regarded as a "barbarian" frontier.
After the policy of replacing native chieftainship with imperial officials was implemented, the practice of
"unifying the Miao and Han people under the law" in Xiangxi was ineffective due to cultural differences.
As a result, in the second year of the Qianlong reign, the Miao Regulations, which were only applicable
to the Miao people in Feng, Gan and Yong prefectures, were promulgated and implemented. After the
Miao customs were incorporated into the regulations, the Qing Dynasty used the law as a medium
to build state authority, and the "state law" was rooted in the minds of the Miao people. Under the
guidance of the state law, the three prefectures of Xiangxi gradually changed from "barbarian" to
“civilized" and then to "common people", and the "foreign land" became the "old territory".
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