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An Analysis of the Typological Characteristics of Metaphorical Figures in The
Book of Songs

Han Xi
College of Humanities and Arts, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072

Abstract : As an important cultural document from the Pre—Qin period, the "metaphor" creation technique in
the "Book of Songs" represents the early form of the Chinese metaphorical expression. Under the
classification framework of explicit metaphor, implicit metaphor, and associative metaphor, the
metaphors in the "Book of Songs" exhibit distinct characteristics such as a relatively lower frequency
of associative metaphor usage, a preference for natural objects as the metaphors, and differences
in the connotations of metaphors between ancient and modern times. These features reflect the
concise and vivid language standards of Pre—Qin culture and have had a profound influence on the
development of metaphorical expressions in later generations.
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