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After the opening of modern Shanghai as a port, the gathering of immigrant groups from Guangdong
laid a social foundation for the introduction and establishment of Guangdong music. Musicians such as
L Wencheng improved instruments and innovated compositions in Shanghai, propelling Guangdong
music from a form of accompaniment for Cantonese opera to an independent instrumental music
genre. In the 1930s, leveraging the advantages of modern media industries in Shanghai, such as
broadcasting, film, and record production, Guangdong music entered a golden age of dissemination,
with classic pieces becoming popular nationwide. It achieved artistic standardization and stylistic
innovation through blending with Jiangnan Silk and Bamboo Music, Peking Opera, and Western music.
In contemporary times, Guangdong music has achieved living inheritance through platforms such as
the Shanghai Spring International Music Festival, continuously innovating through multidimensional
paths including community performances, media dissemination, cross—cultural compositions, and
digital dissemination. This has resulted in the creation of numerous cross—border fusion works and
their emergence on the international stage. The century—long inheritance of Guangdong music in
Shanghai has not only achieved innovation and elevation of its own musical essence but has also
become an important link connecting Lingnan culture and Shanghai-style culture, promoting its growth
from a local music genre to a symbol of Chinese culture with nationwide influence and international
dissemination capabilities. It provides a typical example for the cross-regional fusion, modernization,
and international dissemination of traditional music.
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