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A New Interpretation of the Text and Historical- Geographic Reconstruction of
Laozi’s "Book-Writing” Event

Zhang Weidong
Independent Researcher, Dalian, Liaoning 116000

Abstract : The story of Laozi writing the Tao Te Ching before retiring is a core narrative in Chinese intellectual
history. However, the traditional interpretation locating this event at the Hangu Pass and attributing
it to "Guan Ling Yin Xi" presents multiple contradictions. This paper re—examines this issue from
the perspectives of textual criticism and historical geography. Research indicates that the correct
punctuation of the sentence in the Records of the Grand Historian should be "Zhi Guan, Guan, Ling
Yin Xi Yue," revealing that "Ling Yin" was the highest executive officer of Chu and "Xi" is a modal verb
expressing joy. Integrating the historical context of Chu's annexation of Chen in 479 BCE—the year of
Confucius's death—Laozi, as a remnant of Chen, "passively returned south" to Chu territory, passing
through the Minge Pass in northern Chu. The patrolling Chu Lingyin encountered the returning Laozi,
and the act of "insisting that a book be written" was essentially an active "appropriation” of Central
Plains culture by Chu. The Guodian Chu Slips Laozi provide key archaeological evidence supporting
this interpretation. Through a reinterpretation of "Guan Yin" in the Zhuangzi, this paper bridges the gap
between the two ancient texts. The conclusions liberate the event from the fixed narrative centered on
the Qin pass and explain the long—standing puzzle of the Laozi's absence in early Confucian writings.
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