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A Study on the Oral History of Inheritors of Hunan Dong Traditional Dance
Liu Min
School of Music and Dance, Huaihua University, Huaihua, Hunan 418000

Abstract : Hunan Dong traditional dance carries the historical memory and cultural identity of the Dong people.
Adopting the oral history method, this study conducts in—depth interviews with more than ten inheritors
in Tongdao, Xinhuang, Jingzhou and other areas, systematically recording their learning experiences,
inheritance practices and cultural perceptions. The research finds that Hunan Dong traditional dance
is mainly distributed in the Dong-inhabited areas of southwestern Hunan, with Lusheng Dance, Duoye
Dance, and ritual dances as the main types. It relies on cultural spaces such as drum towers, wind—
rain bridges, and Sa altars, and is closely intertwined with seasonal festivals. The inheritors' learning
path presents the folk inheritance characteristics of "being influenced by ears and eyes, and passing
down through oral instruction and physical demonstration". After becoming "intangible cultural heritage
(ICH) inheritors", they are faced with dilemmas such as inheritance discontinuity and the shrinking of
traditional context. The "changes" and "unchanges" in the inheritors' oral accounts reflect a dialectical
logic — the core form and functional attributes adhere to "unchange", while changes in external
forms are generally accepted. The study proposes that a work ethic of "listening—understanding—
transformation" should be established to integrate the inheritors' voices into the academic discourse
system, providing case support for the discussion on the subjectivity of inheritors in ICH protection.

Hunan Dong dance; inheritors; oral history; intangible cultural heritage (ICH) protection;

cultural inheritance
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