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Narrative Studies on Keigo Higashino’s Works: A Case Study of His Full-
Length Detective Novels

Chen Ziyao, Zhang Kang
Anhui Normal University, Wuhu, Anhui 241002

Abstract : Keigo Higashino is an important representative writer of the "New Social School" of contemporary
Japanese detective fiction. His full-length detective novels widely transcend the traditional honkaku
model by adopting non—-linear narrative structures and generating suspense through the reconstruction
of narrative time and space, thereby advancing the thematic expression of his works. Based on
narratology, this paper analyzes the narrative strategies employed in Higashino's representative
works, such as Journey Under the Midnight Sun, The Devotion of Suspect X, and Phantom Night,
and explores how he uses such strategies as information gaps and spatiotemporal reconstruction to
engage in profound reflections on complex human destinies and issues of social ethics in the course of
narration.
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