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Legalist Thoughts on Moral Education and Their Enlightenments
Qian Chengxia
Zhejiang Post and Telecommunication Vocational and Technical College, Shaoxing, Zhejiang 312000

Abstract : Moral education is the collective term for ideological education, political education, legal and
disciplinary education, and moral cultivation. It has been an essential component of education for
maintaining political security, safeguarding ideological integrity, and promoting social development
since ancient times. Chinese traditional culture is profound and extensive, encompassing many valuable
moral education concepts. As one of the major schools of thought among the pre—Qin philosophers,
the Legalist school also holds unique perspectives on moral education. "Using law as the foundation of
education and officials as moral teachers" serves as the core principle of Legalist education. Building
upon this foundation, they adapted to the trends of the times, implemented reforms, and enriched the
connotation of moral education; they emphasized trustworthiness and credibility, gained public trust,
and implemented clear rewards and punishments to motivate the populace; they pursued pragmatism,
strived for progress, and enhanced social effectiveness; and they advocated respect for and
adherence to the law, fostering a virtuous moral climate rooted in legal principles.
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