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“Writing the Other” from the Perspective of Cross-cultural Identity
—A Case Study of Winter Pasture

Wei Wei
School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei 430000

Abstract : The Mainland Chinese author Li Juan, widely acclaimed as the “Spirit of Altay” , is renowned for
her profound depictions of life and culture in the Altay region of Northern Xinjiang. Winter Pasture
(Dong Muchang) is a work of non-fiction born from her firsthand immersion in the nomadic lifestyle of
the Kazakh people. By positioning herself as a bystander, Li Juan documents her observations and
perceptions with an authentic gaze, thereby fulfiling the first layer of “Writing the Other” . The English
translation, Winter Pasture, employs cross—cultural translation strategies—such as the elucidation of
cultural lexicons and adjustments in narrative style—to present the distinctiveness of Kazakh culture to
Western audiences. This reflects the second layer of “Writing the Other” , facilitated by the translator
acting as a cultural mediator. This paper primarily explores how “Others” with diverse cultural
identities position and interpret the text, as well as how Western readers perceive theremote and
engmatic Eastern nomadic life through this multi-layered “Other” perspective.
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% . Worse, whenever he was trying to do something,

“fiuy "

regardless of whether he failed or succeeded, nobody was al—

lowed to express skepticism. For example, once he was attach—
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ing a new handle to a hacksaw, and I asked in passing, “Is that
gonna work?”

He lost all confidence. Days after it had been fixed, he
continued to grumble, “Who was it that said it wouldn’ t
work? Who? Was it you? Take a look, does that look like
it works or not?” And whenever he used the hacksaw, he

wouldn’ t forget to comment, “See, what a beauty! Sure

works good! Li Juan didn’ t think so at first!” ¥
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1%3C: Herding sheep, you only had to follow them around
slowly, but herding camels required cracking the whip, letting
the horse gallop, cursing your ma and cursing your pa, a nev—
er—ending contest of wit and brawn.

B13: ABELU MR, #7T Tl i DAkt sy 5 — &
R SGHA AT e mlk. (2018:160)

1% Just because you’ ve washed your face and changed
into clean clothes doesn’ t mean you can avoid work—we had
no choice but to change back into our dirty pants.
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