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Emotion with Reflection: A Rational Perspective on the "Falling Flowers”
Imagery in Yan Shu’s Ci
Wang Yiming
Northeast Agricultural University, Harbin, Heilongjiang 150030

Abstract : Known as the "Prime Minister Poet," Yan Shu ushered in the prosperity of Northern Song ci with his
refined, restrained poetic style. The classic imagery of "falling flowers" appears repeatedly in his
works. Unlike poets who used falling flowers to lament the times or their own fates, Yan Shu infused
his personal feelings and philosophical reflections into the imagery, elevating it to a new artistic realm.
It thus broke free from the delicate, effeminate flavor inherited from the Southern Tang Huajian School
and embodied the refined taste of the scholar—official class. The "falling flowers" imagery in Yan Shu's
poetry is the very soul of his graceful, implicit style, and its innovative transformation manifests in three
dimensions: scenery, emotion, and reflection.
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	情中有思：晏殊词中“落花”意象的理性观照



