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The Catalytic Role of Public Libraries in Promoting Critical Inquiry:
Mechanisms, Paths and Prospects from the Perspective of Multiliteracies
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Abstract : With the in—depth advancement of national reading and the full arrival of the information age, public
information literacy and critical thinking abilities have become core supports for lifelong learning and
social participation. Critical inquiry, as a key competence for the public to break through information
cocoons and rationally perceive the world, its cultivation quality is directly related to the improvement
of the public's media discrimination ability, logical thinking ability and lifelong learning ability. In this
context, public libraries, as the core carrier of social public cultural services and an important platform
for national literacy cultivation, have broken through the single function of traditional document
lending and become a key venue for connecting the public's knowledge needs with inquiry demands
and fostering multiliteracies. Based on this, this paper takes public libraries as the core research
object, deeply explores their catalytic role in promoting public critical inquiry, analyzes their internal
mechanisms, practical paths and development prospects from the perspective of multiliteracies, so as
to provide reference for public libraries to innovate service models and strengthen education functions.
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