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Innovative Pathways and Practice Exploration for Visual Communication

Design Education in the Context of Artificial Intelligence

Sun Rongling
Shanghai Zhonggiao Vocational and Technical University, Shanghai 201514

Abstract : Visual communication design education has often been organized around graphic language, layout
order, and media techniques. After generative models, intelligent typesetting, and semantic retrieval
entered the classroom, students' ways of observing, habits of producing design proposals, and modes
of argumentation have been reshaped. A greater quantity of outputs does not necessarily lead to
better quality. Without clear problem framing, evidence awareness, and ethical boundaries, teaching
and learning can easily fall into homogenized outcomes, floating concepts, and material-related
risks. This paper examines why intelligent technologies have become embedded in education from
four perspectives—visual cognition, tool forms, creative responsibility, and disciplinary intersection—
and, grounded in teaching scenarios feasible for undergraduate institutions, proposes four actionable
routes: curriculum restructuring, classroom organization, integration of real projects, and assessment
reform. The focus is not on chasing novelty, but on guiding students to anchor technical choices
in communication tasks, and to support each design decision with process documentation, user
validation, and compliance checklists, thereby producing learning outcomes that are explainable and
traceable.

Keywords : artificial intelligence; visual communication design education; generative creation;
curriculum renewal; assessment reform
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