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The Ethical Deviation and Reconstruction of the “Hero’s Journey”
—A Brief Analysis of the "New Genre Film” Distribution Model of Marvel

Peng Min
Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang, Shaanxi 712082

Abstract : The concept of "superhero" films has existed since before the millennium and has long been prominent
in the history of European and American cinema, as well as worldwide. However, in recent years,
the production companies represented by the Marvel Cinematic Universe have adopted new content
production and narrative models, breaking through the previous "superhero films" and achieving
considerable box office and critical success. Marvel's recent production methods are quite different
from the serious approach taken by DC's "Watchmen" and Nolan's "The Dark Knight", but also distinct
from the "studio" style and "genre film" style of Hollywood's early days. They have established an
industrial ecosystem model that does not require specific screenwriters and directors as guarantees,
yet can uphold the content standards and achieve high box office and critical success. However,
precisely because of this reliance on this new model, the Marvel brand has been gradually declining
nowadays. Therefore, this paper starts from Campbell's "Hero's Journey" and "The Many Faces of the
Hero" theories, aiming to deconstruct and analyze Marvel's current "new genre film" production model.
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