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The Boundary of Critique: The Legitimacy Crisis of Media Criticism and the
Possibility of Meta-criticism — A Reflection Based on the Meta-issues

of Media Criticism
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Abstract : As a value-judgment activity, the legitimacy of media criticism has always been a meta—issue in the
study of media criticism. This paper systematically examines the legitimacy crisis faced by media
criticism from three dimensions: epistemology, methodology, and ethics. At the epistemological
level, there is an inherent tension between value judgment and the objectivity claim of criticism. At
the methodological level, the divergence between the critical paradigm and the empirical paradigm
leads to incommensurable standards of critique. At the ethical level, the power relationship between
critics and those being criticized raises questions about the legitimacy of discourse. On this basis,
the paper analyzes three possible approaches to responding to the legitimacy crisis—the normative
response based on standards, the practical response based on function, and the communicative
rationality response based on dialogue. It further points out that the introduction of meta—criticism is
key for media criticism to achieve self-reflection and avoid degenerating into dogmatism. The study
concludes that the legitimacy of media criticism does not lie in the establishment of absolute standards,
but in maintaining a clear awareness of its own limitations and a sustained capacity for self-reflection.
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