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The wave of the digital age has reshaped the ecosystem of cultural inheritance. Faced with the
inheritance crisis of ethnic minority intangible cultural heritage (hereinafter referred to as "ICH"),
short video platforms such as Douyin and Kuaishou have provided an unprecedented opportunity
for ICH dissemination due to their characteristics of low entry threshold, high interactivity and wide
coverage. This paper systematically explores the internal mechanism, actual status and practical
paradox of short video platforms assisting the inheritance of ethnic minority ICH. It is discussed
that short video platforms, through the harmonious coexistence of "technical disenchantment" and
“cultural re—enchantment”, have created a new scene for ICH dissemination, improved the visibility
and public participation of ethnic minority ICH, and spawned a new model of "promoting inheritance
through dissemination". This empowerment is also accompanied by several paradoxes, including
the dilution of cultural authenticity, the content narrowing under the algorithm logic, the lack of digital
capital among inheritors, and commercial co—optation as well as community alienation. Through
case studies of "Miao Lusheng Dance", "Dong Grand Chorus" and "Dai Slow Wheel Pottery Making",
this paper attempts to put forward an adjustment path for the future short video—based inheritance of
ethnic minority ICH, which tends towards "the return of subjectivity, community—based participation
and ecological construction".
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