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Private colleges and universities are an important force in China's higher education, and play a significant
role in promoting educational equity, innovative education, optimizing resource allocation. This article
takes 15 private colleges and universities in Jiangsu Province with complete data as research objects,
and uses the grey prediction model GM(11) to predict the actual number of students enrolled in the next
seven years. The K—Means clustering analysis is used to divide the 15 institutions into five categories
and the characteristics and causes. Through the principal component analysis, the data is reduced and
integrated into three principal components to construct a comprehensive evaluation model, and the
resulting ranking has a coincidence degree 73.3% with the ranking of Wu Shulian. The research results
provide guidance for the optimization and development of private colleges and universities in Jiangsu
Province and scientific application of candidates, and have both theoretical and practical value for
promoting the high—quality development of colleges and universities and the reasonable decision—
making of candidates.
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