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Emotional communication in the era of digital intelligence exhibits characteristics of datafication,
multimodality, and interactivity. Traditional emotional analysis methods often encounter a dilemma of
balancing computational efficiency and in—depth semantic interpretation when dealing with massive
amounts of data. This paper, grounded in the research trend of integrating the "emotional turn" in
journalism and communication studies with computational methods, proposes a hybrid research
paradigm that combines "creative programming" with "computational grounded theory" to explore the
technical pathways and interpretive frameworks for mapping grounded data to emotional themes.
Using social media public opinion fields during emergencies as a case study, the research design
consists of four stages: "data collection—grounded coding—creative programming mapping—validity
verification," integrating Python text mining, Processing visualization programming, and grounded
theory coding logic to construct a hierarchical mapping model for emotional themes. The study finds
that creative programming can achieve the visual translation of emotional meanings in grounded data
through three visual forms: word frequency heatmaps, emotional network topologies, and dynamic
flows of theme evolution. The mapping effectiveness of emotional themes is jointly influenced by data
granularity, coding saturation, and the adaptability of programming algorithms. This paradigm can
break through the "meaning black box" of traditional quantitative sentiment analysis and the efficiency
bottleneck of qualitative research, providing a new tool for emotional communication research that
combines scientific and humanistic qualities. The innovation of this paper lies in elevating creative
programming from a technical tool to an "interpretive medium" for emotional meaning, constructing
a new methodological framework for emotional research that deeply integrates grounded theory
with computational technology, and providing empirical evidence at the methodological level for
methodological innovation in emotional theme research within journalism and communication studies.
creative programming; emotional theme mapping; computational grounded theory;
emotional communication; visual communication
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