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An Examination of the Critical Thinking Logic in the Teaching of "Whether-or-
Not” Composition
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Abstract : This paper explores strategies for tackling "whether—or-not" type essay questions in the Chinese
section of the National College Entrance Examination (Gaokao). These questions employ binary
reasoning to stimulate critical thinking, requiring candidates to articulate their stance and conduct
logical analysis around core concepts. The key to success lies in: accurately identifying key terms to
clarify the subject of analysis; initiating the argument by examining historical and social dimensions
to dissect contradictions; constructing a rigorous logical framework through layered reasoning and
comparative analysis; and ultimately employing either forward or reverse thinking to elevate the
discourse, thereby demonstrating intellectual depth and contemporary relevance.
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