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The Spread, Causes and Governance of "New Yellow News” on Short Video
Platforms from The Perspective of Gatekeeper Theory
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Abstract : Therise of short videos has reshaped the pattern of news dissemination, and has also given rise to the
proliferation of "new yellow news" characterized by traffic first, vulgar content, and authenticity giving
way to drama. This article is based on the classic gatekeeper theory of communication studies and
conducts a speculative analysis of the communication mechanism of "new yellow news" in short video
platforms. The study believes that under the interweaving of multiple logics of technology, economy
and audience psychology, the "gatekeeping" chain of traditional news production has been broken and
alienated in the short video field: platform review lags, algorithm recommendation mechanisms prefer
entertainment content, the audience's "interesting relationship" orientation and the blurring of the roles
of multiple communication subjects, together constitute the breeding ground for "new yellow news".
This not only impacts journalistic professionalism and the order of information dissemination, but also
potentially erodes social values. To this end, this article proposes a governance path to reconstruct a
composite "gatekeeping” system that adapts to the short video ecosystem from the three dimensions
of government regulation, platform responsibility, and social co—governance, aiming to promote the
construction of a healthy, rational, and responsible information dissemination ecosystem.

Keywords : gatekeeper theory; short video; new yellow news; algorithm recommendation; media
governance
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