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Students majoring in Early Childhood Care at secondary vocational schools are confronted with
the dual challenges of "disconnection between learning and application" (with only 20% of students
meeting the English classroom standards) and "inability to communicate in the workplace". This study
explores effective ways to enhance secondary vocational students' confidence in oral English by
leveraging advanced Al speech evaluation technology in the field of Early Childhood Care at rural
secondary vocational schools. It innovatively constructs a "three—stage and four-real" teaching
model: first, real scenarios are introduced to build a localized case library for Lianyungang, such
as designing characteristic task packages like "Reception of Foreign Parent—Child Groups at
Huaguoshan"; then, Al speech evaluation systems (e.g., iFlytek Tingjian) are used to simulate real
dialogue scenarios in childcare institutions and implement a real-task—driven teaching strategy,
enabling students to achieve real transfer of learning outcomes and enhance their self-efficacy.
Additionally, the Shanhai Early Childhood Education English Picture Book independently created by
students won the first prize in the municipal childcare innovation competition. Guided by Lave and
Wenger's Situated Learning Theory, this study designs a controlled experiment with reference to the
bilingual communication skill requirements in the Occupational Standards for Infant and Toddler Care,
and thoroughly implements the spirit of the Vocational Education Informatization 2.0 Action Plan.
The results show that the rate of students in the experimental class meeting the workplace English
application standards has significantly increased to 75%, and 80% of cooperative kindergartens
report that students have the ability to "apply what they have learned immediately". On this basis, a
replicable "English + Childcare" dual-competence assessment scale has been successfully developed,
providing a practical and efficient example for the digital transformation of rural English teaching and
effectively promoting the realization of educational equity.

Al speech tools; rural early childhood care; oral English confidence; self-efficacy
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