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Exploration of the Structural Evolution and High- Quality Development Paths
in the Commerce and Trade Circulation Industry

Meng Xiangchen
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Abstract : Based on the data from the Fifth National Economic Census of Tai'an City, this paper systematically
analyzes the development status and core characteristics of the commerce and trade circulation industry
in Tai'an City by employing historical comparison and structural analysis methods. The research indicates
that the commerce and trade circulation industry in Tai'an City has achieved leapfrog growth in total
scale. As of the Fifth National Economic Census, the operating revenue of legal entities in the wholesale,
retail, accommodation, and catering sectors reached 367.501 billion yuan, marking a 62.1% increase
from the Fourth National Economic Census. The number of legal entities and the scale of employees have
also witnessed substantial growth, demonstrating strong development resilience and vitality. Meanwhile,
the industry exhibits notable features such as an expansion in the total number of legal entities, vigorous
growth of market entities, and simultaneous improvements in both quantity and quality. However, the
industry still faces deep—seated issues, including a singular industry structure, market entities characterized
as "small, scattered, and weak," prominent bottlenecks in high—quality development, and intensified market
competition. Based on these findings, this paper proposes targeted countermeasures and suggestions in
terms of policy support, enhancement of circulation efficiency, industrial agglomeration, strengthening of
consumption capacity, environmental optimization, and talent cultivation. These measures aim to provide
decision—-making references for promoting the high—quality development of the commerce and trade
circulation industry in Tai'an City and serving the construction of a modern and powerful city.

Keywords : commerce and trade circulation industry; development characteristics; transformation
paths; fifth national economic census
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