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From Military Defense to Cultural Symbol: A Study on the Architectural
Evolution and Functional Transformation of Minority Watchtowers and
Fortified Villages in Ba-Shu Region

Hao Wei
Chengdu College of Arts and Sciences, Chengdu, Sichuan 610401

Abstract : The minority watchtowers and fortified villages in the Ba—Shu region represent distinctive local
architectural relics with strong regional characteristics, whose development trajectory clearly
demonstrates a transformation from military fortifications to cultural symbols. This paper employs
a research methodology that combines historical document analysis with field investigations to
systematically explore the historical origins, architectural evolution, and functional transformation
pathways of these structures. The architectural evolution of watchtowers and fortified villages in Ba—
Shu can be broadly divided into three key stages: the Ming and Qing dynasties, when military defense
was the core function; the late Qing to Republican period, marked by functional diversification; and the
contemporary era, which has witnessed a complete transformation into cultural symbols. Taking typical
relics such as the Wori Tusi Official Residence and the Qilinba Ancient Watchtower as examples, these
structures not only embody the ingenious design and profound historical value of military defense but
also clearly reflect the progressive evolution of architectural functions from "military defense" to "living
space" and then to "cultural heritage." Regarding the protection and revitalization of watchtowers and
fortified villages, the core concept of "living protection" should be established, and their contemporary
value should be reconstructed and regenerated through multiple pathways, including digital archiving,
the establishment of eco-museums, and the deep integration of cultural tourism.

Keywords : Ba-Shu region; watchtowers and fortified villages; architectural evolution; functional
transformation; cultural heritage protection
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