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From”Bringing Literacy to the Countryside” to "Bringing Digitalization to the
Countryside”The Three Temporal Dimensions of Education Empowerment in
Grassroots Governance

Xiong Xiaokang
Hainan Open University, Haikou, Hainan 570208

Abstract : Based on Braudel's historical time theory of the Annales School, this study analyzes the century—
long transformation of rural education and grassroots governance, with a particular focus on the
evolution from "Bringing Literacy to the Countryside" to "Bringing Digitalization to the Countryside".
From a long—term perspective, the slow evolution of geographical environments, social structures,
and civilizational forms has profoundly influenced the role of education in grassroots governance.
Medium—term analysis reveals the impact of adjustments in policy tools and upgrades in governance
objectives on the model of education empowerment. Short—term research, through case studies such
as the Ding County Experiment and rural construction in border regions, demonstrates the specific
practices and effectiveness of education in empowering grassroots governance. Education serves
as a preemptive and flexible guiding force in grassroots governance, and "digital penetration into rural
areas" necessitates strengthening technological inclusivity and pluralistic co—governance to promote
rural revitalization.

Keywords : bringing literacy to the countryside; bringing digitalization to the countryside; grassroots
governance; historical time theory
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