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Exploring the Practical Challenges and Multidimensional Pathways for
Guangzhou to Build an International Sports City

Wu Xin, Peng Guoxiong’
School of Physical Education, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632

Abstract : Building a world—-renowned sports city is a crucial strategy for Guangzhou to enhance its urban
competitiveness. Through literature and policy analysis, this paper identifies four major challenges
currently faced by Guangzhou: insufficient resources for top—tier events and weak international
competitiveness in the event system; the need to optimize the sports industry structure, with inadequate
service sector proportion and concentration of high—end industrial segments; weak sports cultural soft
power, lacking innovation in Lingnan cultural characteristics and international dissemination capabilities;
and the need to deepen institutional and regional collaboration, as well as address institutional
barriers in the integration of sports resources within the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay
Area. The study proposes that Guangzhou should advance efforts in several key areas, including
establishing a regularized top-tier event system, optimizing the sports industry structure, innovating
sports cultural expression, and deepening regional collaboration mechanisms.
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